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simplicity, and it should go a long way to render profitable
the reclaiming of rubber from armoured hose.
Another patented process for treating waste rubber con-
taining canvas deserves particular mention, as it bids fair
to eclipse the older methods in which chemicals are
employed. It is due to Penther, a German, though the
patent rights for the world have recently passed into the
hands of a company, who have put up a factory at Ley land,
in Lancashire, to work the process on a large scale. It
would be difficult to describe the machine well without
diagrams, for which space cannot be afforded, but in prin-
ciple it consists of a series of knives and air blasts. By the
former the rubber is reduced to fragments, and the canvas
particles are removed by the air. The canvas now iri a
state of fluff, quite free from rubber, commands a ready                       ;j
sale for felt making and other purposes, at a price sufficient
to pay the running expenses of the machine. In this
process then the trouble and expense of the ordinary
methods of dissolving the textile material in acid or alkali
are obviated, and its success seems assured, though at thin
early stage of its adoption a little reserve is necessary in
casting its horoscope.
The mystery which at one time hedged round the opera-
tions of the reclaiming factory has now been largely
dispelled, and there exist hardly any secrets in the various
processes, except in points of detail. The processes may be
roughly classified as mechanical and chemical. In the
former case the old rubber is ground on rollers, similar to
those already referred to as mixing rollers, to a fine powder,
which, after being run over magnets to extract particles of
iron, is subjected to a current of air, whereby the particles